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REPORT. 


The  Council  beg  to  submit  their  Annual  Beport  for  the 
year  1890  to  the  General  Assembly  of  Academicians,  as 
follows  : — 

I.  The  Sixty-fourth  Exhibition  was  opened  on  Saturday 
the  15th  of  February,  and  was  closed  on  Saturday  the  24th 
of  May.  It  contained  669  Paintings  in  Oil  and  Water- 
Colour,  32  works  in  Sculpture,  33  Architectural  Drawings, 
and  a number  of  Etchings.  There  were  considerably  fewer 
Paintings  shown  than  in  recent  years  in  consequence  of  the 
effort  to  raise  the  standard  of  the  work  exhibited.  As  an 
experiment,  the  Small  Octagon  was  disused  as  an  Exhibi- 
tion-room. 

II.  At  a meeting  of  the  Council,  held  on  7tli  February, 
it  was  resolved,  as  a mark  of  respect  for  the  President,  and 
of  sympathy  with  him  in  the  serious  illness  from  which  he 
then  suffered,  to  dispense  with  the  Annual  Dinner  usually 
held  on  the  eve  of  the  public  opening  of  the  Exhibition. 

III.  At  the  Annual  General  Meeting,  held  on  13th 
of  November  1889,  Edward  Arthur  Walton,  Glasgow,  and 
Thomas  Austen  Brown,  Edinburgh,  were  elected  to  the  rank 
of  Associate  of  the  Academy,  to  fdl  the  vacancies  caused 
by  the  election  of  William  Hole  and  Bober t M'Gregor  to 
the  rank  of  Academician. 

IY.  The  following  is  the  Beport  of  the  Librarian  and 
the  Curators  of  the  Library  : — 
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“ The  books,  prints,  and  drawings  in  the  Library  are  in  order, 
and  duly  catalogued. 

“ The  following  works  have  been  added  to  the  Library  during 
this  session : — 

“ Stothard’s  Memoirs,  including  original  Journals,  Letters,  Papers, 
and  Antiquarian  Tracts  of  the  late  Charles  Alfred  Stothard,  F.S.A., 
by  Mrs.  Charles  Stothard.  London,  1823.  8vo. 

Presented  by  John  Hutchison,  R.S.A. 

“ Scottish  National  Memorials.  A Record  of  the  Historical 
and  Archaeological  Collection  in  the  Bishop’s  Castle,  Glasgow, 
1888.  Edited  by  James  Paton,  with  the  assistance  of  Sir  Arthur 
Mitchell,  K.C.B.,  Joseph  Anderson,  LL.l).,  Rev.  Joseph  Stevenson, 
S.J.,  John  M.  Gray,  D.  Hay  Fleming,  J.  Dalrymple  Duncan, 
David  Murray,  LL.D.,  Alex.  J.  S.  Brook,  J.  0.  Mitchell, 
C.  D.  Donald,  Professor  John  Ferguson,  LL.D.,  and  others. 
Glasgow,  1890.  Royal  4to. 

Presented  by  Otto  Leyde,  R.S.A. 

“ James  Norie,  Painter,  1684-1757.  A Town  Councillor  of 
Edinburgh.  Edinburgh,  1890.  Royal  4to. 

Presented  by  Hunky  H.  Norie,  Esq.,  W.S. 

“ Elementary  Lessons  in  Perspective  Drawing,  by  George  Straton 
Ferrier.  Edinburgh,  1890.  Oblong  Folio. 

Presented  by  The  Author. 

“ Transactions  of  the  National  Association  for  the  Advancement 
of  Art,  and  its  Application  to  Industry,  Edinburgh  Meeting,  1889, 
London,  1890.  8vo. 

Presented  by  Otto  Leyde,  R.S.A. 

“ The  Castellated  and  Domestic  Architecture  of  Scotland,  from 
the  Twelfth  to  the  Eighteenth  Century,  by  David  MacGibbon  and 
Thomas  Ross,  Architects.  Vol.  III.  8vo. 

Presented  by  The  Authors. 

“ Four  Volumes  of  the  Annual  Reports  of  the  Royal  Scottish 
Academy,  interleaved  with  Portraits  and  many  valuable  ms.  Letters. 
Among  others,  a long  Letter  from  Macaulay  on  Artistic  Copyright, 
and  a very  elaborateLetter  from  Dyce  on  Art  Education,  etc.  etc.  8vo; 

Presented  by  George  Reid,  R.S.A. 
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“A  Copy  of  the  Architectural  Association’s  Transactions  for  1889. 

Presented  by  The  Edinburgh  Architectural  Association. 

“ The  following  works  were  purchased  by  the  Academy  : — 

“ The  Works  of  John  Knox,  collected  and  edited  by  David  Laing. 
Vols.  Ill,  IV.,  V.,  YI.  8 vo. 

“ Original  Drawings  by  Sir  William  Allan,  P.R.S.A.  Oblong  Folio. 

“ Extracts  from  the  Records  of  the  Royal  Burgh  of  Stirling,  a.d. 
1667-1752,  with  Appendix,  a.d.  1471-1752.  Glasgow, 1889.  4to. 

{C  Revue  de  L’Exposition  Universelle  de  1889.  F.  G.  Dumas, 
Directeur  et  L.  de  Fourcand  Redr.  en  Chef.  Paris,  1889.  Royal  4to. 

“ Joseph  Israels,  L’ Homme  et  L’ Artiste.  Eaux-Fortes  par  Wm. 
Steelink.  Texte  par  F.  Netscher  et  Ph.  Zilcken.  Illustrd  de 
nombreux  Facsimiles  d’aprks  des  Etudes  et  des  Dessins  du  maitre. 
Amsterdam.  Folio. 

“James  Nasmyth,  Engineer.  An  Autobiography,  edited  by 
Samuel  Smiles,  LL.D.  A new  Edition,  with  a portrait  and  numer- 
ous illustrations.  London,  1885.  8vo. 

“ Henri  Sabine.  Table  Analytique  et  Synthdtique  du  Diction- 
naire  Raisonnd  de  1’ Architecture  Fra^aise  du  Xle  au  XYIe  sikcle 
par  Yiollet-Le-Duc,  avec  table  alphabdtique  des  noms  de  lieux,  par 
ddpartements,  pour  la  France,  et  par  contrees,  pour  l’e'tranger.  Paris, 
1890.  8vo. 

“The  Portfolio,  an  artistic  periodical,  edited  by  Philip  Gilbert 
Hamerton.  Index  to  the  first  Series,  1870-1889.  Royal  4to. 

(Signed)  “ Otto  Leyde,  Librarian. 

George  Reid,  Curator. 

Robert  Alexander,  Curator .” 

Y.  The  Visitors  of  the  Life  School  report  as  follows  : — 

“The  Session  of  1 889-90  commenced  on  the  4th  November  1889, 
and  ended  on  the  27th  June  1890,  having  had  124  morning  and 
126  evening  meetings.  The  aggregate  morning  attendance  was 
1713,  and  the  aggregate  evening  attendance  1801,  giving  an 
average  attendance  at  each  meeting  of  14  in  the  morning,  and  14 
in  the  evening. 

“ During  the  Session  6 students  retired,  and  1 was  admitted. 

. “.The  Council  have,  had  an  opportunity  of  reviewing  the  work  of 
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the  Session,  and  the  Visitors  have  merely  to  add  that  they  have 
much  pleasure  in  expressing  their  satisfaction  with  the  zeal, 
industry,  and  general  conduct  of  the  Students. 

(Signed)  “ J.  L.  Wingate,  Visitor. 

D.  W.  Stevenson,  Visitor. 

William  Hole,  Visitor. 

Kobt.  M‘ Gregor,  Visitor 

After  a careful  examination  of  the  work  done  by  the 
Students  in  the  Life  School,  the  Council  awarded  the  prizes 
as  follows  : — 

The  Chalmers  Bursary, 

Extra  Prize  for  Painting, 

The  Chalmers- Jervise  Prize  for  the 
Best  Drawing  from  the  Life, 

For  the  Second  Best  Drawing  from 
the  Life, 

Maclaine  Watters  Medal, 

The  Keith  Prize,  for  the  Best 
Work  by  a Student  in  this 
year’s  Exhibition, 

The  Council,  although  fairly  well  pleased  with  the  Students’ 
work  in  colour,  and  especially  so  with  the  prize  study,  are 
scarcely  prepared  to  praise  the  drawings  in  black  and  white 
as  equal  to  the  work  of  some  previous  years. 

In  reference  to  the  Stuart  Prize,  the  Council  are  of  opinion 
that  in  the  special  qualities  desiderated,  namely,  composition 
and  design,  the  competitors  are  sadly  deficient,  and  the 
prize  is  this  year  accordingly  withheld.  Regarding  the 
several  works  submitted,  the  Council  would  impress  on  the 
Students  the  importance  of  greater  effort  being  made  in 
the  above  direction ; and  they  must  remember  that  the 
Council  are  not  justified  in  giving  this  prize  for  merit, 
other  than  in  composition  and  design. 

VI.  The  Council  have  to  report  that  the  estate  of  the  late 


John  Williamson. 

J.  C.  Mitchell. 

j>  Allan  Stewa  rt. 

| D.  M.  Smith. 

John  Williamson. 

j,  W.  Skeoch  Cumming. 
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Andrew  Jervise,  F.S.A.  Scot.,  lias  now  been  realised,  and 
the  total  sum  of  the  bequest,  amounting  to  £228,  18s.  3d. — 
to  which  falls  to  be  added  the  accumulation  of  interest — 
has  been  paid  by  his  Trustees  to  the  Treasurer  of  the 
Academy.  The  prize  in  accordance  with  the  terms  of  his 
will  has  therefore  been  administered  this  year  for  the  first 
time. 

VII.  The  following  additions  have  been  made  to  the 
Academy’s  Collection  during  the  past  year: — 

1.  Miniature  Portrait  by  George  Sanders  of  Oswald  Hunter, 
M.D.,  F.E.C.P. 

Bequeathed  by  his  son,  Pr.  J.  Dickson  Hunter,  Portobello. 

2.  Volume  III.  of  the  Castellated  and  Domestic  Architecture  of 
Scotland,  by  David  MacGibbon  and  Thomas  Eoss. 

Presented  by  The  Authors. 

3.  A Copy  of  the  Architectural  Association’s  Transactions  for 
1889. 

Presented  by  The  Edinburgh  Architectural  Association. 

4.  A Copy  of  a Monograph  on  “James  Norie,  Painter, 
1684-1757.” 

Presented  by  Henry  H.  Norie,  Esq.,  W.S. 

5.  A Copy  of  Scottish  National  Memorials,  edited  by  James 
Paton  and  others. 

6.  Transactions  of  the  National  Association  for  the  Advancement 
of  Art,  1889. 

The  above  two  works  presented  by  Otto  Leyde,  E.S.A. 

7.  Elementary  Lessons  in  Perspective  Drawing,  by  G.  Straton 
Ferrier. 

Presented  by  The  Author. 

8.  A Copy  of  the  “ Memoirs  of  Charles  Alfred  Stothard,  F.S.A.,” 
by  Mrs.  Charles  Stothard.  1823. 

Presented  by  John  Hutchison,  E.S.A. 

9.  Four  Volumes  of  the  Annual  Eeports  of  the  Eoyal  Scottish 
Academy,  interleaved  with  Portraits  and  many  valuable  ms.  Letters. 
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Among  others,  a long  Letter  from  Macaulay  on  Artistic  Copyright, 
and  a very  elaborate  Letter  from  Dyce  on  Art  Education,  etc.  etc. 

Presented  by  George  Reid,  R.S.A. 

The  thanks  of  the  President  and  Council  were  duly 
transmitted  to  the  respective  donors. 

VIII.  The  Council  regret  having  to  report  the  death, 
on  the  17th  of  August,  of  one  of  the  oldest  Honorary 
Members  of  the  Academy,  Patrick  Allan-Eraser,  of 
Hospitalfield. 

With  the  concurrence  of  the  representatives  of  the 
deceased,  several  of  the  office-bearers  attended  the  funeral 
in  their  official  capacity. 

At  a meeting  of  the  Council,  held  shortly  thereafter,  the 
following  Minute  was  unanimously  adopted  : — 

“ The  Council  desire  to  record  in  their  Minutes  an  expression 
of  regret  at  the  loss  sustained  by  the  Academy  in  the  death 
of  one  of  the  oldest  Honorary  Members,  Patrick  Allan-Fraser, 
of  Hospitalfield.  Though  Art,  as  a profession,  was  in  a great 
measure  relinquished  by  him  at  a comparatively  early  stage  of  life, 
his  love  of  it  never  ceased,  and  he  still  occasionally  used  his  brush. 
Besides  his  warm  and  sympathetic  interest  for  Painting,  he  developed 
a taste  for  Architecture,  which  in  later  years  became  an  absorbing 
study.  The  buildings  he  erected,  alike  in  their  general  features 
and  detail,  are  characterised  by  originality.  He  was  quick  to 
discern  the  faculty  for  Art  in  the  young,  to  foster  and  encourage 
it ; and  his  endowment  to  found  a College  for  the  training  of  young 
artists  testifies  his  desire  to  aid  in  the  promotion  of  Art  in  Scot- 
land. To  the  Academy,  who  are  in  possession  of  generous  tokens 
of  his  friendship,  he  was  much  attached,  and  his  death  is  regarded, 
with  a sense  of  personal  loss. 

“ The  Secretary  was  instructed  to  transmit  a copy  of  this  Minute 
in  a letter  to  his  brother,  Mr.  James  Allan,  and  at  the  same  time 
to  convey  to  him  an  expression  of  the  Council’s  sympathy  with  him 
in  his  bereavement.” 

Patrick  Allan-Fraser,  the  third  and  youngest  son  of  Piobert 
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Allan,  merchant  in  Arbroath,  was  born  in  that  town  in 
1813,  and  received  his  early  education  there.  He  early 
manifested  a predilection  for  Art,  and  was  apprenticed 
to  a house-painter  in  Arbroath,  but  still  desired  to  com- 
mence the  study  of  Art.  With  this  object  he  studied  as- 
siduously in  London  ; and  his  intercourse  at  that  time 
with  Eobert  Scott  Lauder,  E.S.A.,  obviously  influenced  the 
style  of  his  own  work.  In  furtherance  of  his  studies  he 
afterwards  proceeded  to  Paris,  Florence,  and  Venice.  In 
Eome  he  stayed  a considerable  time,  and  was  on  terms  of 
friendly  intimacy  with  many  of  the  leading  Artists  there 
resident.  Having  returned  to  Scotland,  he  commenced  prac- 
tice as  a portrait-painter,  and  the  works  executed  at  that 
time  show  him  to  have  been  an  artist  of  considerable  attain- 
ments. He  frequently  in  after-life  revisited  Eome,  and 
along  with  others  was  largely  instrumental  in  resuscitating 
the  British  Academy  of  Art  there,  of  which  he  was  made 
President. 

He  was  elected  to  the  degree  of  Honorary  Member  of  the 
Eoyal  Scottish  Academy  in  1871. 

IX.  The  Council  are  called  upon  to  report  another  blank 
in  the  roll  of  Honorary  Members  caused  by  the  death,  on 
22d  September,  of  John  Mossman,  Sculptor. 

With  the  concurrence  of  the  representatives  of  the 
deceased  several  of  the  Office-bearers  attended  the  funeral 
in  their  official  capacity. 

At  the  same  Meeting  of  Council  at  which  the  preceding 
Minute  was  adopted  the  following  was  also  agreed  to  : — 

“The  Council  have  learnt  with  deep  regret  that  another  loss 
in  the  rank  of  Honorary  Members  has  been  sustained  by  the 
Academy  in  the  death  of  John  Mossman,  whose  name  occupies  an 
honourable  place  in  the  Art  of  Sculpture  in  Scotland.  His  Busts 
and  Portrait-statues  rank  with  the  best  works  of  the  kind  produced 


12 


in  Scotland,  and  amply  justify  the  high  estimation  in  which  he  was 
held  by  his  professional  brethren. 

“ The  Secretary  -was  instructed  to  transmit  a copy  of  the  Minute 
in  a letter  to  his  nephew,  Mr.  John  Mossman,  and  at  the  same  time 
to  convey  to  him  an  expression  of  the  Council’s  sympathy  with  him 
in  his  affliction.” 

John  Mossman  was  bom  in  1817  at  London,  where  his 
father  at  that  time  was  in  the  employment  of  Chantrey 
the  Sculptor.  Shortly  thereafter  his  father  removed 
with  his  family  to  Leith,  and  commenced  business  as  a 
marble-cutter  at  Heriot’s  Buildings.  In  1830  he  estab- 
lished a monumental  work  at  Glasgow,  and  trained  his 
two  sons  to  be  his  assistants.  John,  the  eldest,  subsequently 
studied  at  Edinburgh,  and  also  at  London  for  some  time 
under  Baron  Marochetti.  Beturning  to  Glasgow  his  Busts 
and  Public  statues  soon  attracted  attention,  and  numerous 
works  in  this  walk  of  Art  were  produced  by  him.  In 
recognition  of  his  eminent  ability  as  a Sculptor,  he  was  elected 
to  the  degree  of  Honorary  Member  of  the  Boyal  Scottish 
Academy  in  1885. 

John  Mossman  was  a worthy  and  estimable  man,  un- 
assuming and  of  a genial  disposition,  and  in  Art  . circles  his 
presence  will  be  greatly  missed. 

X.  It  is  gratifying  to  the  Council  to  report  the  munifi- 
cent Bequest  made  to  the  Academy  by  the  late  James 
Nasmyth  of  Hammer  field,  Penshurst,  Kent,  to  form  a 
Eund  for  the  benefit  of  decayed  Scottish  Artists,  which, 
in  memory  of  his  father,  is  to  be  named  “ The  Alexander 
Nasmyth  Fund.”  The  generous  terms  of  this  Bequest,  and 
the  confidence  shown  by  the  testator  with  regard  to  its 
administration  by  the  Academy,  is  an  honour  which  the 
Council  fully  recognise  and  appreciate.  The  Council,  in 
their  Eeport  for  1877,  in  referring  to  the  difficulties  which 
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prevented  the  acceptance  by  the  Academy  of  Mr.  Nasmyth’s 
proposed  institution  of  a Prize  in  honour  of  his  father, 
allude  to  another  form  of  Memorial  he  had  under  con- 
sideration, and  which  would  be  highly  acceptable  to  the 
Academy,  but  they  did  not  anticipate  that  the  Memorial 
would  be  in  the  form  of  the  munificent  Bequest  now  made 
known.1 

An  epoch  in  the  progress  of  Landscape  Painting  in  Scot- 
land was  marked  about  seventy  years  ago  by  the  works  of 
Alexander  Nasmyth,  who  came  to  be  recognised  and  uni- 
versally known  as  the  “ Pather  of  Scottish  Landscape  Paint- 
ing.” 2 It  is  remarkable  that  nearly  all  his  sons  and 
daughters  inherited  in  varying  degrees  the  artistic  faculty 
of  their  father.  Patrick,  his  eldest  son,  attained  distinction 
in  England,  where  he  chiefly  practised.  James,  the  youngest 
member  of  the  family,  was  a skilful  draughtsman,  but  his 
powerful  mechanical  genius  turned  his  attention  to  en- 
gineering pursuits,  in  which  he  made  his  name  so  dis- 
tinguished, and  of  which  the  most  noted  outcome  was  his 
invention  of  the  Steam  Hammer.  He  commenced  business 
in  Manchester  in  1832,  and  his  skill  and  energy  soon 
brought  him  fame  and  fortune.  At  the  age  of  forty-eight 
he  retired  from  business,  and  entered  on  a long  period  of  well- 
earned  leisure ; and  Astronomy,  which  had  been  a favourite 
pursuit  while  engaged  in  active  business,  became  on  his 
retirement  a subject  of  earnest  study.  The  filial  affection 
and  reverence  for  his  father’s  memory  deepened  with 
increasing  years,  and  to  the  end  of  his  long  and  useful 
life  he  fondly  cherished  the  recollections  of  the  home  in 
which  he  spent  his  early  days.  Pull  of  years  and  honours 
he  died  on  the  7th  of  May  at  London.  He  directed  in  his 

1 An  Excerpt  from  Mr.  Nasmyth’s  Will  bearing  on  the  Bequest  will  be 
found  in  the  Appendix. 

2 “For  his  eminent  services  to  Scottish  Art  ” Alexander  Nasmyth  was 
elected  an  Honorary  Member  of  the  Academy  in  1832. 
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Will  that  liis  remains  should  be  interred  in  the  Dean 
Cemetery,  Edinburgh,  where  a monument,  which  he  de- 
signed in  commemoration  of  his  mother,  his  brother  Patrick, 
and  himself,  is  erected.  Another  monument,  also  his  de- 
sign, marks  the  place  in  St.  Cuthbert’s  Churchyard  where 
liis  father  was  buried. 

XI.  The  Council  have  no  further  information  to  convey 
to  the  members  regarding  the  Supplementary  Charter — no 
final  communication  on  the  subject  having  been  as  yet 
received  by  the  Academy  from  the  Privy  Council. 

XII.  The  Council  desire  to  record  an  expression  of  their 
high  gratification  with  the  communication  made  to  them  by 
the  President,  Sir  William  Eettes  Douglas,  that  William 
M‘Ewan,  Esq.,  M.P.,  had  placed  in  his  hands  the  handsome 
sum  of  £5000,  for  the  purchase  of  one  or  more  works  of 
Art  for  the  National  Gallery  of  Scotland.  The  Council 
fully  appreciate  the  kindly  spirit  which  prompted  this 
generous  Act  to  the  National  Gallery,  and  recognise  with 
pleasure  the  confidence  and  trust  reposed  in  the  President 
of  the  Academy. 

It  is  with  considerable  satisfaction,  also,  that  the  Council 
have  observed  the  intention  of  the  Government  to  put  the 
National  Gallery  of  Scotland,  in  some  measure,  on  the 
same  footing  as  those  of  England  and  Ireland,  in  respect 
to  an  annual  grant  for  the  purchase  of  works  of  Art,  a 
matter  which  has  long  had  the  attention  of  the  Academy, 
who,  in  1887,  memorialised  the  House  of  Commons  on  the 
subject,  and  the  Academy  would  express  the  hope  that  the 
benefits  to  Art  may  be  such  as  to  warrant  the  continuance 
of  the  grant. 


XIII.  The  Academy,  having  been  much  concerned  in 
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respect  to  the  apprehended  danger  to,  if  not  the  absolute 
destruction  of,  the  amenity  of  Princes  Street  and  its 
Gardens,  by  the  Railway  Schemes  at  present  before  the 
Town  Council,  resolved,  at  a General  Assembly  of  the 
Academicians,  specially  summoned  to  consider  the  matter, 
to  transmit,  in  a letter,  a copy  of  a Minute  expressing  their 
views  on  the  subject  to  the  Town  Clerk,  with  a respectful 
request  that  it  be  submitted  to  the  Lord  Provost,  the 
Magistrates,  and  Town  Council  at  the  earliest  opportunity.1 

The  Council  would  now  more  strongly  emphasise  the 
protest  of  the  Academy  above  referred  to,  and  severely  con- 
demn any  interference  with,  or  infringement  upon,  the  East 
or  West  Princes  Street  Gardens,  or  destruction  of  the  amenity 
of  Princes  Street,  for  railway  or  other  purposes,  as  thereby 
would  be  destroyed  the  unique  beauty  of  the  old  Nor  Loch, 
under  the  Castle  Rock,  besides  otherwise  taking  from  the 
attractiveness  of  the  city,  upon  which  so  much  of  its  pro- 
sperity depends — a result  which  would  ever  be  deplored  by 
lovers  of  the  beautiful,  and,  indeed,  by  all  who  will  give  the 
matter  careful  consideration. 

(Signed)  WILLIAM  FETTES  DOUGLAS, 

President . 


Royal  Scottish  Academy, 
12 th  November  1890. 


1 A copy  of  the  letter  and  tlie  minute  will  be  found  in  the  Appendix. 
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At  the  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Koyal  Scottish  Academy 
of  Painting,  Sculpture,  and  Architecture,  held  in  the 
Library  of  Academy  On  Wednesday,  the  12th  of  November 
1890,  the  Office-bearers  were  elected,  and  the  Council 
declared  for  the  ensuing  year,  as  follows  : — 


(£ou  nctl. 

SIR  WILLIAM  FETTES  DOUGLAS,  President  and  Trustee. 


WILLIAM  HOLE,  Esq. 
ROBERT  M‘GREGOR,  Esq. 
WILLIAM  M ‘TAGGART.  Esq. 


W.  D.  M£KAY,  Esq. 

J.  DICK  PEDDIE,  Esq. 
J.  B.  M'DONALD,  Esq. 


GEORGE  HAY,  Esq.,  Secretary  and  Trustee. 
JOHN  HUTCHISON,  Esq.,  Treasurer  and  Trustee. 


WILLIAM  M‘TAGGART,  Esq.,  Trustee. 

JOHN  SMART,  Esq.  J 

> Auditors. 

W.  D.  M'KAY,  Esq.  j 

OTTO  T.  LEYDE,  Esq.,  Librarian. 

WILLIAM  HOLE,  Esq.  ) „ 

> Curators  op  Library. 
ROBERT  M'GREGOR,  Esq.  j 

J LAWTON  WINGATE,  Esq. 

D.  W.  STEVENSON,  Esq. 

WILLIAM  HOLE,  Esq. 

ROBERT  M ‘GREGOR,  Esq. 

CLARK  STANTON,  Esq.,  Curator  op  Life  School. 


^■Visitors  of  the  Life  School. 
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APPENDIX. 


Letter  and  Minute  transmitted  to  the  Town  Clerk. 


Edinburgh,  14 th  October  1890. 


Sir, — As  instructed  by  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Royal 
Scottish  Academy  held  yesterday,  which  was  specially  called  to 
consider  the  proposed  Railway  Schemes — a subject  which  the 
Academy  has  very  much  at  heart — I have  to  transmit  to  you  the 
following  unanimously  adopted  Minute,  and  to  request  you  to  be 
good  enough  to  submit  it  to  the  Lord  Provost  and  Town  Council 
at  the  earliest  opportunity. 

“ It  is  impossible  that  the  Royal  Scottish  Academy  can  ignore 
the  discussion  at  present  rife  in  Edinburgh  regarding  the  various 
Railway  Schemes,  and  the  proposed  encroachment  upon  the  East 
and  West  Princes  Street  Gardens.  While  the  Academy  offers  no 
opinion  upon  the  scientific  and  administrative  questions  involved,  its 
members  feel  that  as  an  Academy  of  Art  it  cannot  too  strongly 
deprecate  all  or  any  interference  with  or  alienation  of  the  public 
gardens,  which  have  indeed  been  already  too  much  disturbed,  filled 
up,  and  encroached  upon.  The  Academy  is  greatly  pleased  to  observe 
the  decided  and  protective  stand  the  Lord  Provost,  Magistrates,  and 
Council  have  taken  in  the  question,  and  it  is  in  the  hope  that  it 
may  strengthen  their  hands  in  that  good  part  that  this  Minute  is 
transmitted.” — I am,  Sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

(Signed)  GEORGE  HAY, 

Secretary. 


To  the  Town  Clerk, 

City  Chambers. 
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Excerpt  from  the  Will  of  James  Nasmyth  of  Hammersfield, 
Penshurst , Kent,  dated  2d  February  1889. 


“ I desire  my  said  Executors  and  Trustees/’  Ci  to  sell  and  convert 
into  money,”  “all  such  part  of  the  residue  of  my  personal  estate,” 
“ and  to  divide  the  net  proceeds  of  such  sale  and  conversion  into 
one  hundred  parts,  and,  subject  to  legacy-duty,  to  pay  and  transfer 
as  soon  as  conveniently  may  be  to  each  of  the  several  Charities  or 
Institutions  hereinafter  named,  the  number  of  such  hundredth  parts 
set  after  the  name  of  each  Charity  or  Institution.” 

“ The  Royal  Scottish  Academy  of  Arts,  Edin- 
burgh, as  a Fund  for  decayed  Scottish  Artists, 
under  the  express  condition  which  I make  im- 
perative, that  this  bequest  of  sixteen  parts  be  Sixteen  parts.’ 
termed  and  named  ‘ The  Alexander  Nasmyth 
Fund,’  and  be  under  the  management  of  the  said 
Royal  Scottish  Academy. 


Note. — In  addition  to  the  above  the  Academy  will  participate  in  a sum 
connected  with  the  Bequest  as  mentioned  in  the  Will. 
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